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285.   To HOEACE MANN.
Strawberry Hill, Oct. 24, 174=8.
I HAVE laughed heartily at your adventure of Milord Eichard Onslow 1; it is an admirable adventure! I am not sure that Eiccardf s absurdity was not the best part of it. Where were the Einuncinis, the Panciaticis, and Pandolfinis ? were they as ignorant too ? What a brave topic it would have been for Mceolini, if he had been returned, to display all his knowledge of England!
Your brothers are just returned from Houghton, where they found my brother extremely recovered: my uncle too, I hear, is better; but I think that an impossible recovery2. Lord Walpole is setting out on his travels: I shall be impatient to have him at Florence; I flatter myself you will like him: I, who am not troubled with partiality to my family, admire him much. Your brother has got the two books of Houghtons, and will send them, by the first opportunity: I am by no means satisfied with them; they are full of faults, and the two portraits * wretchedly unlike.
The Peace is signed between us, France, and Holland, but does not give the least joy; the stocks do not rise, and the merchants are unsatisfied; they say France will sacrifice us to Spain, which has not yet signed5: in short, there has not been the least symptom of public rejoicing; but the government is to giv|B a magnificent firework.
I believe there are no news, but I am here all alone,